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OBJECTIVES

To promote original scholarship on issues related
to all aspects of religion.
e Commitment to academic exploration, analysis
and interpretation.
Exploring the interplay between religion, society
and culture.

. Minimising the misunderstandings,
misinterpretations and prejudices based on one's
religion.
. Encouraging students towards critical

conversations in the field.
Exploring dynamics in the history of religion.

. To help in bridging historical and
contemporary discourses.
. Promoting communication of ideas between
scholars of different disciplines.
. To educate and inform the youth, thus

bringing out maximum potential in the generation
to follow.
Alerting the scholars and students towards
the challenges of future.

DISCLAIMER
THE OPINION EXPRESSED IN EACH ARTICLE IS THE OPINION OF ITS AUTHOR AND DOES NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE

OPINION OF E-JOIS. THEREFORE, E-JOIS CARRIES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPINION EXPRESSED THEREON. ANY FORM OF
REPRODUCTION OF ANY CONTENT OF THIS E JOURNAL WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE PUBLISHER IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Dr. Syed Shahid Ali ; Professor of Islamic Studies & Head of Department
9th February, 2022

Assalam-o-Alaikum
Dear Students!

There is an inbuilt urge of acquiring knowledge in humankind. Two
methods are applied to acquire knowledge: 1.Basic Method which is
natural (evolutionary) and trial & error based. 2. Systematic method of
acquiring knowledge which is also known as Research. The two foremost
aims of a research are: Search for unknown facts and Correction,
Extension, New Interpretation and Verification of Known Facts. Human
Welfare by obtaining authentic knowledge is the major benefit of
Research.

Research is a Systematic Investigation. The most important thing in a
research is "Question”. The quality of research is based on the quality of
Questions which are asked by a researcher. Moreover, Islam highly
emphasize on Questioning. Massive Development of Islamic
Jurisprudence is a proof of Question Culture among Muslims.

The Prophet Muhammad Says: “Knowledge is a treasure-house, whose
keys are questions”. (Mishkat) “Why did they not ask if they did not know?
Verily, the only cure for ignorance is to ask questions.”(Abu Dawud) “Ask
Questions to gain Allah’s mercy, He will therefore reward four groups: the
Questioner, the Responder, the Listener and the one who admires them”.
(Hilyat al-awliya, Mezaan-ul Aetidal, Lisan-al Mizan, Akhbar-e Qazvin).

Dear researchers for you questioning is not only a part of Academics

but also religious responsibility. Keep questioning yourself and others but
more questioning to self and less questioning to others! Question

Everything...

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWEtrghOXf1_FKUJC-OyftQ/videos
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SOCRATIC QUESTIONS

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION QUESTIONS

Why are you saying that?
What exactly does this mean?
How does this relate to what we have
beentalking about?
What is the nature of .7
What do we already know about this?
Can you give me an example?
Are you saying._or...?

Can you rephrase that. please?

PROBING ASSUMPTIONS

What else could we assume?

You seem to be assuming... ?

How did you choose those assumptions?
Please explain why/how ... 7

How can you verify or disprove that
assumption?

What would happen if ... ?
Do you agree or disagree with ... ?

PROBING RATIONALE, REASONS AND EVIDENCE

Why is that happening?

How do you know this?

Showme ... ?

Can you give me an exampile of that?

What do you think causes ... ?

What is the nature of this?

Are these reasons good enough?

Would it stand up in court?

How might it be refutea?

How can | be sure of what you are saying?

Why is .. happening?

Why? (keep asking it - you'll never get past a few times)
What evidence is there to support what you are saying?
On what authority are you basing your argument?

QUESTIONING VIEWPOINTS AND PERSPECTIVES

Another way of looking at this is ..., does this seem
reasonable?

What alternative ways of looking at this are there?
Why it is ... necessary?

Who benefits from this?

What is the difference between... and...?

Why is it better than ...?

What are the strengths and weaknesses of...?
How are ... and ... similar?

What would ... say about it?

What if you compared ... and ... ?

How could you look another way at this?

PROBE IMPLICATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES

The argument that they give may have logical
implications that can be forecast. Do these make
sense? Are they desirable?

Then what would happen?

What are the conseguences of that assumption?
Howcould ... be usedto ... ?

What are the implications of ... ?

Howdoes ... affect... ?

How does ... fit with what we learnad before?
Why is ... important?

What is the best ... ? Why?

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE QUESTION

And you can also get reflexive about the whole
thing, turning the question in on itself. Use their
attack against themselves. Bounce the ball back
Iinto their court, etc.

What was the point of asking that question?
Why do you think | asked this question?

Am | making sense? Why not?

What else might | ask?

What does that mean?
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CONTACT US

DEPARTMENT OF
ISLAMIC STUDIES

Jamia Millia Islamia
Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi
Delhi 110025
https://www.jmi.ac.in/islamics
tudies

ADVISOR'S NOTE

Dr Mohd Khalid Khan
Advisor
Bazm e Tahqgeeq

I am happy to know that the Editorial Board of Bazm e
Tahqgeeq (Research Scholars Association) in the department of
Islamic Studies is publishing it's EJOIS (Issue: 2 Feb 2022)

The department of Islamic Studies in JMI is known for its

academic curriculum as well as for its extra curriculum
activities since it's inception. Bazm e Tahqeeq has played a
vital role in this regard. Bazm e Tahqeeq has a unique and
distinctive place in these activities not at the faculty level
only but at the University level too. EJOIS publication during
this pandemic is a great educative value which deserves to be

praised and admired. In fact, such kind of activities encourage

the students and research scholars to study, think and write
and provide the young talent opportunity to expose their »
ability.

I hope that this EJOIS publication would be successful and
fruitful and would achieve the objectives.

I congratulate the team for this valuable effort and wish them

for the entire endeavors.
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Environmental Protection [qura Fatima Igbal
in Islamic Tradition Research Scholar

The concept of Divine unity is the basis and
essence of Islam. Divine unity is apparent in the
unity of humanity and of nature. God’s vicegerents
on the earth, the holders of His trust, are therefore
primarily responsible for preserving the unity of
creatures, the integral wholeness of the world, the
flora and fauna, and wildlife and natural
environment.

Thus, ‘unity’, ‘trust’, and ‘responsibility’ are the
three basic concepts of Islam. These principles are
at the same time the chief pillars of the Islamic
environmental ethic. They form also the
fundamental values taught by the Qur’an.

When we read the Qur’anic verses about the earth,
we find that they suggest strongly that it is for man
a peaceful place which he should take heed of.

Thus, the Qur’an draws our attention to nature and to the events that occur in it. The earth is
also important in regard to the concept of mutual relations. Human beings are created from two
of its elements: earth and water. Thus, if man becomes alienated from the earth, he becomes
alienated from his very nature. He is not the lord and ruler of the earth; he is a humble member
of it. The superior qualities and faculties he possesses require not that he irresponsibly
consumes and destroys its beauties and resources, but that he acts in awareness of his great
responsibility towards them. We know that the problem of the environment is one of today’s
most serious problems. These issues have been addressed by the Islamic teachings around 1500
years earlier. The protection of the end despite containing no direct command to plant trees, it
speaks of trees and gardens and orchards so frequently and descriptively that it is not possible
for any attentive reader of the Qur’an not to grow in awareness of them. environment and
ecology is the conservation of the trees, forests, woodland, countryside, and all the living
creatures whose habitats are such areas. We see that the religion of Islam puts forward
important principles for these too. These noteworthy principles related to the conservation of
such areas may be classed as moral and legal. If we look at the Qur’an, we see that the word

“tree” is mentioned with various meanings.
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Despite containing no direct command to plant trees, it speaks of trees and gardens and
orchards so frequently and descriptively that it is not possible for any attentive reader of the
Qur’an not to grow in awareness of them. For when creating this world, God adorned it with
trees and gardens and offered them for man’s use. The word “tree” is mentioned 26 times in the

Qur’an, and the word “paradise” in the sense of garden around 146 times.

“It is He Who produces gardens, with trellises and without, and dates, and tilth with the
produce of all kinds, and olives and pomegranates, similar [in kind] and different [in variety];
eat of their fruit in their season, but render the dues that are proper on the day that the harvest

is gathered. But waste not by excess; for God loves not the waster.” (Quran 6:141)

“Do not walk proudly on the earth; your feet cannot tear apart the earth nor are you as tall as

the mountains.”

(Quran 17:37)

The sun and the moon follow courses [exactly] computed; * And the herbs and the trees — both

[alike] bow in adoration. * And the firmament He has raised high, and He has set up the

balance

[of justice], * In order that you may not transgress [due] balance. * So establish weight with

justice and fall not short in the balance. Quran 55:5-9.

Environment protection is an important aspect of Islam. Being stewards of the Earth, it is the

responsibility of Muslims to care for the environment in a proactive manner. There is a definite

purpose behind the creation of different species, be it plants or animals. Muslims are

encouraged to reflect on the relationship between living organisms and their environment and

to maintain the ecological balance created by Allah. Protection of the environment is essential

to Islamic beliefs and mankind has the responsibility to ensure safe custody of the environment
Islamic discourse offers a sense of hope and optimism about the possibility of attaining

harmony between human and nature. Earth will find a balance if humans rethink their lifestyles

and mindsets as stated in the Quran:

“Corruption has appeared in both land and sea

Because of what people’s own hands have brought

So that they may taste something of what they have done

So that hopefully they will turn back”

(Qur’an 30: 41)

The holistic view of Islam which is founded on the notion of harmony and “natural state”

(fitra) and in respecting balance (mizan) and proportion (mikdar) in the systems of the

universe. These notions provide an ethical dimension and a mandate for all humans to respect

nature and all forms of life.

E-JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC STUDIES
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Hence, the overcoming environmental crisis and mitigating the impact of climate change, from
an Islamic perspective is underpinned by defining the role of humans as trustees and stewards
(Khalifah). This balance has been disturbed because to human choices which result in over-
consumption, over-exploitation and overuse of resources.

Islamic values call to save the integrity and to protect the diversity of all forms of life. Human
actions are responsible for the global ecological crisis. “Reflecting on the main environmental
problems, such as the destruction of natural habitats, loss of biodiversity, climate change, and
erosion of soil, we see that all are triggered by human greed and ignorance. Human
responsibility is to save and protect livelihood and ecosystem services to ensure a sustainable
civilization learning from and reflecting on the fate of past civilizations. As mentioned in
Quran, “Every living thing is in a state of worship”. So it is evident that when one hurts a bird
or a plant, he/she is silencing a community of worshippers. To celebrate the symphony of life,
all humans need to celebrate and protect biological and cultural diversity. Islamic worldview
calls to make a transition to a sustainable society and economy by adopting responsible
development and respecting sustainability principles. This change requires a shift in norms and
practices. Religion can become a powerful part of the solution if humans embody a holistic
spiritual view towards mankind, earth, and the cosmos.

Islamic principle related to the environment is the Islamic prohibition concerning thoughtless
consumption; that is, wastefulness and extravagance. Wastefulness is not only the thoughtless
consumption of natural resources; it is at the same time disrespectful towards God, the Creator
and Owner of all the bounties. For this reason, in Islam, eating and drinking of licit food is
lawful, but wastefulness is forbidden. At this time we know better than at any other that the
world’s resources are limited. Extravagance and over-consumption will affect not only
ourselves but forthcoming generations. We are therefore compelled to be aware and sensitive
concerning this matter. In the Holy Qur’an, God says:

Verily We have created all things in proportion and measure. Quran 54:49.

preserving the balance and measure is a human obligation. The science of ecology shows us
that the universe contains extremely sensitive ecosystems and balances, and that man has
therefore to maintain these ecological systems. Modern man only came to realize the
environmental problems with the help of ecology when the problems became apparent, whereas
the Qur’an draws our attention to this balance in particular, which now everyone is trying to
maintain. The obligation of maintaining this balance, which is God’s work, is man’s, whom
God created on “the best of patterns,” and who is His vicegerent or deputy on earth. No Muslim
therefore will spoil the universe’s balance, nor will any Muslim look on indifferently while
others spoil it. For the natural balance is at the same time a mirror reflecting Almighty God’s
Most Beautiful Names. Islam permits utilization of the environment,but this should not be

arbitrary. Wastefulness and extravagance are prohibited by God:
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O children of Adam! Wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer; eat and
drink, but waste not by excess, for God loves not the wasters. Quran 7:31.

Environmental awareness and protection of natural resources is an integral part of Islamic
beliefs. As viceroys of Allah on this earth, we have to utilize natural resources in a sustainable
manner in order to ensure that Allah’s Bounties to continue. The principle of conservation is
beautifully illustrated by the rule which says that while making ablutions (wudu) we should be
abstemious in the use of water even if we have a river at our disposal. As humans, we are
keepers of all creation, including soil, air, water, animals and trees. A major objective of
Islamic teachings and Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) traditions is to build and maintain a

healthy and clean environment which is devoid of any source of pollution and misuse.
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ISLAMIC STUDIES: Mishah Ali
Then and Now Dept of Islamic Studies

What is Islamic Studies?

“Islamic studies principally refer to a scholastic
multidisciplinary program where intellectuals from
diverse disciplines of theology, history, culture,
literature, art, philosophy participate and exchange
ideas pertaining to the particular field of study”[1]
as Syed Hossein Nasr opines. The discipline
primarily made up the bulk of what was used to be
the Oriental studies. It gives an opportunity to
perceive, in a very detailed and analytical
approach, the important sub-areas — theology,
philosophy, history, and politics. It 1is an
appropriate field of study for anyone who is

genuinely interested in global affairs.

A Glory of The Past

The study of Islamic Studies is as old as Islam itself. Emerging from the sands of Arabia in a
diverse society and expanding to far ends of the globe from Oxus till Atlantic, it had been a
long journey of evolution of the study of Islam and Muslims. During the time of Muhammad
(SAW), the Muslims and the non-Muslims indulged in this study with various perceptions and
attitudes. They studied the history and philosophy of Islam which is as old as the creation of
Universe and about Muslims as old as the first man on earth Adam (AS). The Sahabah (RA)
carried the Islamic heritage with them while the people of the Book and the non-Muslims in
general researched it alongside their preconceived theories and dogmas. Both contributed to a
variegated civilization of humans who studied Islam not just as one of the religions but as a
discipline of human interest and pursuit bolstering the Muslim culture in every corner of this
world subconsciously. The military expansion enriched the intellectual scholarship with a
spring of scholars, intellectuals, philosophers and polymaths like Hasan Al-Basri, Al-Dhahabi,
Ibn Hajar, Ibn Taymiyyah, Abul Faraj, Al-Jahiz, Al-Shafi’l, Al-Tabari, Al-Biruni, Al-
Khwarizmi, Ibn Al-Haytham, Ibn Sina, Ibn Hayyan, Al Kindi, Al Farabi, Ibn Hazm, Ibn
Khaldun, Ibn Rushd, Ibn Al Jawzi, Al Ghazali, Omar Khayyam and an endless list of
highbrows.
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As we transpire from the emerging sects of the epoch, we leap towards the conquest of two
culturally magnificent ancient societies of Al-Andalus and India. The Golden Age of Muslims
was soon witnessed in the shape of Bayt al-Hikmah and The Translation Movement. The major
Islamic capital cities of Baghdad, Cairo, and Cérdoba became the main intellectual centers.
These cities were as multinational, multi-ethnic, multilingual and multicultural as the empires
they ruled. During this period the Muslim world was a cauldron of cultures collecting,
synthesizing and significantly advancing the knowledge gained from the Roman, Chinese,
Indian, Persian, Egyptian, North African and Greek civilizations. This openness, Marozzi says,
made Islamic cities a “giant ideas laboratory”. [2] Students from all over the world came to
study and carry out research in arithmetic, astronomy, philosophy and ‘religious sciences’ in
medreses like the Nizamiye medrese of Ottomans or the prominent Al Azhar University of
Fatimids. The main function of these institutions of Islamic Studies of the old was to study the
heritage of Islam and Muslims and further advance and incorporate it in reference to various
cultures and insights. They encompassed both the traditional and rational outlooks and
sometimes surpassed the societal norms of religious doctrines. The scriptures were never
separated from the sciences with Arabic as the conventional language of research.

In the Contemporary World

The rise and expansion of Islam established a sense of polarity between European Christendom
and the Islamic world. Initially, scholarly work was largely linguistic in nature - Studia
Linguarum, with particular growth in translations of Arabic texts, primarily a religious focus.
There was also a political dimension, as translations for diplomatic purposes were needed, even
before the West engaged actively with the East. European researchers prospered in Al-Andalus
from Arabic libraries and scholars during the 11th Century. However, it got sparse, as the
Christian Reconquista accelerated. Chairs of Arabic were briefly established at Oxford and few
other universities in 1312. The first attempt to understand Islam as a topic of modern
scholarship was within the context of 19th-century Christian European Oriental studies. From
1821 to 1850, the Royal Asiatic Society (England), the Société Asiatique (France), the
Deutsche Morgenlidndische Gesellschaft (Germany), and the American Oriental Society (US)
were founded. Scholarship often was intertwined with prejudicial racist and religious
presumptions. The participation in academic studies by scholars from the newly independent
nations of the region itself inevitably changed the nature of studies considerably.

The post—Cold War era has been marked by debates on terrorism framing views on the extent to
which the Arab culture and Islam is a threat to the West. As the Muslim nations themselves
became slaves to their worldly desires, they sold their age-old legacy and culture along with
their oil reserves to the world. The invaders occupied their lands, resources and intellect
through captivating the acumen of Muslim rulers which fueled the refugee crises all over the

world.
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The illicit occupation of poor Muslim lands and atrocities on the masses resulted in
radicalizing hordes of youth. After the 9/11, Islamic Studies saw an exceptional bloom in
understanding the Islam and Muslims from a wider perspective according to a recent HEFCE
report. [3] The Western populace contributed exceptionally in mastering Islamic studies by
explaining true modernity via Islamic sources and elucidating various misconceptions
regarding Islam and Muslims. Contemporary Islamic Studies has been designed with the
contemporary world in mind. It involves both traditional and modern textual study as well as
first-hand experience with Muslims at its core. It tries to comprehend the scriptures, classical
manuscripts, contemporary treatises and modern researches in various sub-fields in the
languages of the Muslim civilization. Islam and Muslims are all over the media today that there
are so many question marks and distorted depictions revolving around them. Y4 of the world’s
population being Muslim, the need was felt to provide the clarification, the expansion, the
exploration of issues of global interest like international relations, terrorism, contemporary
religions, gender studies, politics, human rights, pluralism, economics etc. This field provides
everyone the opportunity to breathe in and out the Islamic beliefs and simultaneously being
able to critique them from various perspectives. Furthermore, it opens a knowledge portal for

freethinkers too extensively.
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SCOPE OF ISLAMIC Hassan Khan
STUDIES Research Scholar

Islamic Studies - as the name suggests is the study
of Islam and whatever related to it. Scholars of
Islamic Studies defined Islamic Studies with
various definitions. I would like to mention two
definitions of Islamic Studies as defined by my
teachers. Prof. Farida Khanum says: “One of the
disciplines by which Islam is studied in an
academic manner by both Muslim as well as non-
Muslim scholars. It deals with Islam as religion
and civilisation from Islamic perspective. It
includes all the traditional forms of religious
thought such as Tafsir (Quranic exegesis), Hadith
(Traditions of the Prophet), Kalaam (Islamic
philosophy), Figh (Islamic jurisprudence)
Tasawwuf (Sufism) Muslim philosophy, history of

Islam and Muslims.”

.7 I think this definition covers most of the aspects of Islamic Studies and elaborates its scope
widely. In short this is understood well with the definition given by Prof. Syed Shahid Ali
(Head, Dept of Islamic Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia) that the Islamic Studies is a “Study of
Islam and Muslims”. Understanding the discipline of Islamic Studies as it represents Islam a
religion- its beliefs and concepts but to limit the scope of Islamic Studies to only the core
beliefs and concepts of the religion is not right way. The scope is far beyond that. Instead of
just getting engaged in the mosque or some Madarsa as usually believed by the community one
can be an awesome motivational speaker, researcher, social activist, designer, and many more.
In fact, the students of Islamic Studies have far broader opportunities if we look it by merging
with various fields of studies. For example if we talk about "Motivational speaker" in the field
of Islam, it doesn't mean to pressurize others to accept the religion but to make little things
clear with the aspects of the religion and help people motivating with the ethical and religious
values. Having deep knowledge in the subject and the ability to speak and explain your point of
view plays a very important role in making things clear in the mind of others and help them

understand the concept and aspects of the religion in a better manner.
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Introducing Islamic Studies as a subject in schools has become very common these days which
was earlier not seen at this scale. Now it is seen among the privileged sectors of the society as
well. As far as underprivileged sectors are concerned, they still lack in educational facilities
and well-trained staff. It has become the need of the hour to establish such educational
organizations for those sectors of the society which needs to be developed along with the
worldly knowledge; the students of these sectors also need religious knowledge and moral
education which is lost behind nowadays. Being from the discipline of Islamic Studies one can
take it up as a responsibility and an opportunity to set up an organization providing the
knowledge which can help the students improve their way of life and get the deep knowledge
about the basic issues and facts with the help of ethical and religious values.

Hide quoted text

I think the graduates of Islamic Studies should not merely search for job opportunities but a
step ahead it’s important for them to create job opportunities for others. This is how we can
overcome post-completion difficulties. Apart from the scopes mentioned above, the following

can also be a good opportunity for an Islamic Studies Student.

e Discovering the way to Entrepreneurship
e Working in Modest fashion industry

e Islamic Interior Designer

e Vlogging

e Blog Writing

e Script Writing

e [slamic Magazines or Research Journals
e Video Making

e [slamic Counseling (Psychology)

e Online Islamic Courses

Getting yourself educated should not be the only motive
To utilize that education the way it should be,

Should be the goal and motive.
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